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EXHIBITION CUM - SALE
OF

'MAHAVIR' - MATUNGA - MUMBAI

Tel. : 24025070 / 8652239537
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At
CYMROZA ART GALLERY
BREACH CANDY, MUMBAI
Tel.: 65046030 / 23671983

On
Mon 17/12/12 to Sun. 23/12/12

Discount 20% to 50%

Hand and machine Parsi Gara
Ready and Make to order

Machine work (Parsi) Kurtee Material
Wedding Fancy Sarees

Plain Saree Material and Borders
Make to order and Alteration work is
our speciality

We Buy Old Real Jari Saree-Kore
and Small Pieces also at best price
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Is an ordinary Gnatijan becoming apathetic to K.D.O. Gnati? - Pravinchandra S. Dharamshi (Surat)

What can be the answer to this question?
Each K.D.O. Gnatijan may ponder over this
question and find his/her own answer. My
honest and dispassionate answer is YES. My
answer is based on some established facts
and figures published in our Gnati's exclusive
mouth piece like Prakash Samiksha which are
listed as under.

1: Inthe year 2010, in elections of Mumbai
K.D.O. Mahajan as well Shree Anantnath Trust,
only 48% of the eligible electorate cast their
votes. This may alternatively be construed as,
52% of the electorates did not cast their votes.
| believe that for these elections only the
Gnatijan residing in and around Mumbai
constituted the electorates. Mumbai is the hub
of most of the Gnati related activities. If the
situation there is such, what can one expect
from K.D.O. Gnatijans who are residing in what
we call "Deshavar”. A proverb "out of sight is
out of mind" may aptly describe the attitude of
other Gnatijans residing in "Deshavar”.

2: About two years back, there was an
election in our own K.D.O. Gnati's Arihant Bank,
in which only 12% off the electorates cast their
votes!

3: About a month back, there was an
appeal by our Vasti Patrak Samiti in Prakash
Samiksha requesting our Gnatijans to submit
the duly filled in forms to complete this mammoth
and very important task of publishing our Gnati's
Eighth Vasti Patrak. In this appeal it was
mentioned that so far about 50% Gnatijans have
not submitted their forms! Is this not a sad state
of affair? Since last more than a year, the work
of compilation of basic data for Gnati's Eighth
Vasti Patrak is in progress. But the response of
our Gnatijans is far from satisfactory.

4: In Prakash Samiksha's issue dated 3-
9 November 2012, Shri Som Dharamshi has
published some statistical figures regarding the
readership of Gnati's mouth piece Prakash
Samiksha. As per these figures about 60% of
Gnatijans do not read Prakash Samiksha, 20%

Gnatijans just go through it casually and only
20% read it properly! We all get this weekly
almost free and in spite of this fact, our majority
Gnatijans do not bother to read this. This is
more pathetic than shocking.

These four points are illustrative only. Most
of the Gnatijans have kept silence about the
way our Gnati's assets like Anantchhaya,
Vidhyarthi Gruh and Mahajanwadi are being
administered. Such attitude of Gnatijans is
harmful to our small Gnati as a whole. The
active social workers (Or more appropriately
the trustees) feel free to do anything they like.
Such situation leads to anarchy and loss of
our Gnati's valuable assets. In the olden days
when the Kings or Sultans used to rule, there
was a proverb "Yatha raja tatha praja". Which
means as is king so is his subject. But in
democracy, the appropriate proverb is "Yatha
praja tatha raja". Are we justifying the deeds of
our leaders by our silence?

Prakash Samiksha's editorial board has
repeatedly urged our K.D.O. Gnatijans to put
forth their views without any fear in its "Charcha
ne chotare" section, for the overall good and
welfare of Gnati as a whole. But only a few
Gnatijans use this powerful and effective forum
to present their views. It is always proudly
mentioned that literacy rate in our Gnati is
almost 92%, which is quite high. But it is
regretted that a very handful of Gnatijans use
this very powerful tool to make their views
public, forget about the raising the voice of
dissent. Can we conclude that this apathy of
not majority but most of Gnatijans is a sort of
NO TRUST MOVE against the present Gnati
Leadership? Only the leaders may have
answer to this question.

| beg to describe here my own experience,
as it is relevant to what Shri Som Dharamashi
has observed. | happened to visit one of my
K.D.O.friends in Gujarat. He is an active social
worker and connected with a couple of Kutchhi
Jain organizations. In course of our gossip, we
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also touched upon our Gnati's present state and
role of Gnati's mouth pieces like Prakash
Samiksha and Panjo Pratibimb. To my surprise,
he told me that he just leafs through these
periodicals, as he does not find time to read
them! If this is the attitude of so called leader,
what can we expect from an average Gnatijan.

The article in Prakash Samiksha's issue
dated 3-9 November 2012'Kutchh a crumbling
landscape', only describes half the situation.
The other half is 'Kutchh a crumbling culture'

K. Dixit
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| ALL ABOUT MEDICINES |
As a rule, people normally visit medical
stores to buy medicines prescribed by their
doctors, often patented, without bothering to
check the generic alternatives available. Now,
we have a tool to check this out at
w.w.w.healthkart.com. To find the cheaper
alternatives, the users can search for the
alternative medicines and heir content, and opt
for cheaper generic versions than going for the
costlier, patented ones. The site also imparts
information as to what medicines to take, their
correct dosage and even compare prices.
The site was promoted by a team of highly
qualified professionals graduates from IIT,
Stanford, Harward ), with experience in India
and the US. At present, it offers a wide range
of genuine health products across brands and
categories, which covers categories like
nutrition, sports and fitness, diabetes, home
devices, eye, personal care, beauty, parenting
& health services. The site's team of trained
nutritionists, counselors and product experts
help customers choose right products /
services via live chat, email and phone.
- LAHERI LODAYA (MULUND): 098202 99330
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PEOPLE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PYRAMID

In recent past, | had stayed for more than
three weeks in Kutch. The stay was not due
to any love for 'Kutch, but out of compulsion
because | had to be there to look after my
ailing mother who eventually expired.

| must admit that life in Kutch is indeed
very, very tough. In most of the villages in
Abdasa where most of the KDO population
is settled do not have any doctor, there is
no chemist shop, no kirana shop, no barber,
fruits and vegetables are hardly available.
In case of medical emergency you have to
rush to Kothara, Mandvi or Bhuj. Ambulance
services are not easily available. You have
to wait for ambulance service and the
waiting can be anywhere between half a day
to two days. ( In Mumbai, we lose our
patience if pizza is not delivered in 20
minutes ! ).

You have to go to Naliya to get
replacement of your gas cylinder. Most of the
families are one or two member families. In
some rare cases the family is reduced to a
single widow or widower. Imagine how these
families may be managing their day to day
affairs ? The villages are badly inter-
connected by bus services. In most of the
villages there may be a single service - one
in the morning for going out and one in the
evening to return !

There are hardly any economic activities
to give employment to youth who are not well
educated.

Most of them out of frustration have
migrated to neighbouring big cities or towns

SIIARHL DUSEL WAl HIALY, ol A2
8l RS, BRs 53 A5 AL 618, NS, V.
Hus @ oporddloi ans st 0422-2443695

in Gujrat or have come down to Mumbai. Day
by day the male population is dwindling and
in their absence who will take care of their
other family members ?

Food and health care are the two main
issues which need urgent attention. Common
kitchens should be set-up to provide food to
all at a subsidized rate. On an experimental
basis such services can be tried out in those
villages where minimum 30 KDO persons are
-residing and if the scheme works, the same
could be extended to other places.

As far as medical services are
concerned, a van with a doctor may be
stationed at Kothara and once a week trips
may be planned to interiors. Since most of
the villages are close by, four or five villages
can be covered in a single day. Such medical
facilities will be a great boon to the
K.D.O.Community settled in Kutch.

Alternatively, some very senior citizens
should be convinced to move out and may be
accommodated in "Jeevan Sandhya "at
Gadag or " Vadil Vandana " at Gundala ( This
shelter is managed by KVO Trust, . but they
are accepting KDOs also.

Finance should not be a problem
because we have a wide range of donors
(Silver, Gold, Diamond, Platinum and so forth)
to come forward to take up such noble
causes.

- LAHERI LODAYA (Mulund): (098202 99330)
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